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RESIST NOT EVIL
We have a little passage here to look at where the master says:

 ”All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”  (Matt 11:27)  
Then he turned to his disciples and he said privately:
“But, blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.  (Matt 13:16)

For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”  (Matt 13:17) 
And this applies to you and me when we look at this Sermon on the Mount.  If we can see things in it that kings of the world sought but not been able to see and hear things they have not been able to hear; it is only because we have been given a message of truth that is now ready to erupt in this world.  A message that the world has been seeking itself.  And now through such individuals who have been able to receive the inner word like Joel, we are able to bring out a message in the Sermon that has ever been here and waiting for ears that can hear. 

Now we have three major principles tonight, each of which is an interfacial and vital part of your consciousness.  Your divine consciousness already contains these principles.  But the human intellectual separated from the divine consciousness has only seen these principles, read them, talked of them, even boasted of knowing them without really accepting them one hundred percent.  

Now let us look at foreswearing which followings right from the work we did last week.  (Need to look for week before) and see if we can hear the Master’s voice and see what he put there for us to see.  
“Again, ye have heard that it has been said by them of old time, Thou shall not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto Lord thine oaths:  (Matt 5:33)

But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne; (Matt 5:34)

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool; neither by Jerusalem; for it is a city of the great King.  (Matt 5:35)

And neither shalt thy swear by thy head, because thy canst not make one hair white or black.  (Matt 5:36) 

But let your communication to be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.” (Matt 5:37)
Now let us see the local references because that is always your clue into the deeper significance.  And the forswearing, the pledging in advance, the committing yourself.  There were several local references to that.  One of which was the signing up these young immature men who entered the clergy and making them sign long term contracts to be sure that they would be devoted to the particular message that they were signing into.  They were forswearing today that which they would do for the next ten years or possibly for a lifetime.  And the Master is telling us that this forswearing, pledging your life down to a particular doctrine is not acceptable.  This was one method of forswearing.  There were others.  They were actually signing blank checks you might say.  Putting a mortgage on their Soul.  And determining in advance what they were going to think for the next ten years.

Now as you know the very Spirit within you must flow; you can’t be poor in Spirit and at the same time committed to a doctrine.  The very nature of the message your poor in Spirit is to keep you uncommitted, open willing to go with the guidance of the inner voice and not subject to a human authority.  And so in foreswearing, man was turning away from the inner voice.  Man was turning away from divine guidance.  He was accepting a creed, a doctrine, and vowing that he would follow pursue and teach that doctrine as long as it existed.  

Now there was another local reference the taking of the divine oath.  This was in the bartering in the market place where the buyer and seller would indulge in conversations in which the buyer would offer a price and the seller would offer a price and they would never get together haggling away; and finally to enforce the fact that he was telling the truth, the seller would say, “by God and all his Angels, I vow that this cost me six dollars but you can have it for three.”  And then the buyer would haggle a little bit, finally the buyer would counter with another oath that this would be as high as he would go; and then the seller would counter again with another divine oath about how he was really telling the truth now.  That it really cost him three and the other fellow could have it for a dollar and a half.  And I understand this took place for quite a large part of the day.  With each one swearing by God and by the holy temple of Jerusalem and by any thing else they could think of swearing by that they were honest people.  Making there promises and then using God or Jerusalem or the earth in some way as the guarantor of the promise; when they had no desire whatsoever to fulfill that promise.

Now this was another local reference.  The people of that day recognized it and they recognized the oaths that they were taking that the young clerics were taking in order to become part of a doctrine.  And so they were speaking on the terminology level of the populace of the day.  But now veiled behind this, this taking of oaths, was a message so deep that even to this moment only true spiritual students are aware of this.  A man is not responsible to anyone but God.  You are not responsible first to a man and second to God.  Your responsibility lies in the providence of your creator.  And therefore to use pledges to another man which commit you, not to God but to the man or to the doctrine or to the religion is a form of sacrilegiousness.  Because we must at all times be living by the Word of God and not by the authority of a man.  To forswear to sign a contract for ten years that for the next ten years your going to belong to this religion and teach this religion is to close your eyes to the fact that inner evolution is the seed in man that must continue to bring us to higher levels of consciousness.  And when you sign away your consciousness for the next ten years you are saying to the seed of divinity within yourself that you are not interested in finding the Christ.  You are interested in living the human life.  Now this is fine for those who are.  But “if our righteousness is to exceed the scribes and Pharisees,” if we are to glorify the Father, we cannot do it on the principle of self-righteousness or human righteousness or religiousness it must be on the principle of what is the will of the Father.

And the will of the Father is clearly expressed in remain “poor in spirit;” letting the fresh manna fall daily and never once allowing yourself the self indulgence of complacency; of following the old tried and true traditional routine because it is so comfortable.  This is not the Christ path.  And those who would anchor us in the traditional forswearing, I pledge to be a Democrat because my father was; and I pledge to be a Protestant because my father was.  This is forswearing, predetermining outlining in advance not the will of the Father but your own individual human will.  And so we must be very cautious that we do not forswear in such a way that our Soul is literally mortgaged. 

I suppose you might say from this particular commandment that we are to remain open-minded: Living from the within. Beholding to no man. Not a prisoner of a creed or dogma!  And not following a path simply because it is the easiest path to follow.  Now you can see all around you that most of the world is forsworn.  Certain people are forsworn to their nation.  Others forsworn to their religion.  They can’t tell you which is going to come first.  But how many are forsworn only to God?   So that above all the voice of the Father within is the only pledge that you have made.  “To thine own self be true and that follows as the night the day.  Thou canst be false to any man.”   Now we can through human loyalties and human integrity fulfill certain localized pledges.  

But the moment we feel as many do in high places that our human loyalties come above the loyalty to the inner voice.  In that moment we have become scribes and Pharisees.  Why that is no better than the principle of old Tammany Hall.  The Pork Barrel stuff in which you pay back for the fellow who scratched your back! In fact it is this very principle of the Pork Barrel which in politics is the forswearing.  A fellow gets you to do a favor, to accept a favor.  And the next thing you know after you have accepted his favor you are committed, you are forsworn.

Now comes election time and we like somebody in the precinct knocking on doorbells.  And you remember what I did for you.  And so there you are forsworn. It doesn’t matter who the candidate is anymore, your loyalty is now to the fellow who did you the favor; and you have to go with his candidate if you play the game that way.  And if you know politics that is it.  That is how it is played, it is forswearing each individual.  His job may be at stake, his income and, of course, it is all crooked politics.  It has nothing to do with the divine way of life.  And once we let ourselves be snared into such a relationship, we can never think for a moment that we are living the spiritual life.  We are merely imprisoned in human concepts and not very good ones at that.
“I say unto you swear not at all.”  In other words make no pledges.  Don’t deliver an oath that I will do this.  Don’t take any oaths. “ Neither by heaven for it is God’s throne.” (Matt 5:34)

“Nor by the earth for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great king.” (Matt 5:35)
It makes not difference how far and wide you go whether it is earth or heaven or the temple or the church, all is of God.  And therefore your only responsibility is to the Father within.  “For the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” and any man who can persuade you that there is a part of this earth that belongs to him and not to God has fooled you.  You very clearly are set free from bondage to any man.  They were then but did not know it and we today know it.  We serve one master, not mammon, God. 

 “Neither shall thy swear by thy head because thy canst not make one hair white or black.” (Matt 5:36)
Actually it is interesting to note that all science has been unable to change the growth or the color of a man’s hair from the original.  It is going to be that color, nobody’s going to change the pigment within only without.  And the Father still is the power, the source, and the one from which all is derived.  Now then we see a deeper meaning here.  These pledges that we make, I promise this and I promise that, I will adhere to this regulation and to that.  This is the personal sense functioning which does not realize that the Father, which is source, creator, is the source of all good.  

And that no man really has anything to give another.  You haven’t love to give another, or intelligence, or even supply.  You may think you are the donor or you may think another is the donor to you.  But it isn’t true.  And the realization here is that all emanates from the Father.  And we begin to look only to the Father for our good.  It may come through another person but that person is merely the bearer of good tidings from the Father to you.  We begin go see that no man controls your income.  A woman doesn’t look to her husband for her income when she know the truth that God is the only provider.  A man doesn’t look to his employer, for God is the only provider.  A businessman doesn’t look to his customer because God is the only provider.  We cannot make one hair white or black. 

We begin to see supply, health, life itself as an essence emanating from the Father.  And we begin to lose our human concern.  The personal me doesn’t have to depend on a customer or on a husband or on a wife or on the good heart of another individual.  Because the power is not in people or person or place or thing or situation or condition.  The power is all in God.  The revelation of one power is contained here forswear not to anyone, behold not to anyone.  You depend on no ones good will.  You depend totally and completely on the power of your own being for there in is the kingdom of God.  And all power, all supply, all health, all wisdom is self-embodied.  It flows from within to the without and that which you release from the within in consciousness secretly returns to you as the very manifestation of health, home, supply, income, wisdom, love, companionship all because you have released it from within consciousness.
You have cast this invisible bread on the water and it comes back as your income.  This is the revelation of forswear not.  There is no personal sense involved in supply.  And your employer has no choice but to give you the proper income provided you are living in consciousness; and if you are and your employer will not give you the proper income you will be lifted to where the proper income will come.  You are not dependent on that one employer.  You don’t have to forswear yourself.  You don’t have to polish brass.  You don’t have to buck for private.  We are being freed; we are being shown that we are not under the yoke of a man.  We have within ourselves the very power of dominion.   

 Now then as we are told to loosen up, relax, loose yourself and let yourself go from bondage; don’t be concerned about getting all tied up with somebody or some institution and making a lot of foolish promises that can’t be kept or if they were kept would bind you for life.  But rather place your trust not in men and not in princes but in Him to know aright is your life eternal.  How beautifully we are turned away here from all of the petty back scratching and boot washing, which we see all around us.  Men pledging away their integrity and their honor in exchange for petty favors.

Now any violation of this obviously is a clear indication that we have not caught the point. Or that we do not have Father faith in the power of God within ourselves.  Or to be very specific we have not reached a spiritual illumination, which can show us that all power resides in the Spirit, and even the Spirit of the individual to whom we would have been forsworn is now working with us, through us because of oneness.  Many people have to learn this.  Some know it instinctively.  But it is very subtle.  You can think you are doing a wonderful thing to pledge yourself to a doctrine; and that would have been fine in days of the Pharisees, but we are in changing times when education is lifting people far beyond the yesterdays of bondage.  When literacy is becoming more widespread, when enlightenment is no longer confined in a little monopoly.  

We are being given a message of freedom, liberation.  We are being told that we are able to live on our divine right.  And naturally we are given this information to pass along to our offspring’s, that they grow up beholding to no man.  It would be wonderful if every cleric in the world, every politician in the world, every business man in the world, every teacher in the world in all grades of teaching would reread that not to forswear thyself and then to dig in to the divinity of their being to receive the word fresh daily so that God would be guiding, guiding every word that they spoke, every word that they delivered to their students.  Then education and religion would be become vitalized with the “word made flesh.”

He sums it up with this:  “But let your communication b, Yea, yea; Nay, nae: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”  (Matt 5:37)  We are not going to say nae, nae to God.  So it must be Yea, yea as the word of the Father comes through we obey it with Yae, yea.  And that Nea, nea must go to our friend—allusion, false sense perception, mortal mind, world thought.  That is where the Nea, nea goes, I won’t be tempted by you but the God Yea, yea and it is that simple.  You maintain an alert to all of the external world Nae, nae.  To the inner voice which guides you, yes.  And as you do this, you are walking in your Father’s footsteps.  Your Father doeth the works.  Your Father worketh.  And you worketh it too.  It is a very simple story of obedience to the word within.  And that means naturally a rejection of the externals, which are trying to persuade you of a world, called good and evil.  Nae, nae to this world, Yae, yae to the kingdom within!

Now I think he amplifies as we go along.  “Ye have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: (Matt 5:37)

But I say unto you.  That ye resist not evil but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. (Matt 5:38).
Resist not evil: This is probably the revelation that we all need the most.  Now that we are going to respond Yea, yea only to the word within and not to the tyrant or the politician, or to the man who is selling his own wares, regardless of what else he may hurt in so doing; now we are learning the principles of resist not evil.  And to the man on the street, resist not evil is ridiculous.  

Let’s try to follow “resist not evil” down into its ultimate truth.  Let’s discover what causes evil.  Let’s see why the Master could say, “turn the other cheek.”   Run after man and give him your cloak if he takes your coat.  Run two miles if he tells you to run one.  This doesn’t sound very practical.  Who is telling us to do this, “resist not evil?”  “I say unto you, resist not evil.”  “I”.  That is you, your being, your soul, and your consciousness.  Your divinity is saying unto you, “resist not evil.”  It is coming from within you.  It is telling you “resist not evil.”  There are ten thousand kinds of evil.  And that means there are ten thousand things not to resist. 

 And you say, not resist.  I will be buried alive.  But wait a minute, we didn’t come to this message to learn something we know.  We came to learn something we don’t know.    And the reason we don’t know it is because it is above our understanding.  So naturally when we receive something we don't know our understanding is not going to rise to the comprehension of it.  We are looking now at something, which we cannot comprehend.  How do you survive if you “resist not evil?”  And then the voice within says I will show you the way.  I didn’t create evil.  What I didn’t create isn’t there.  How can you resist what isn’t there?  And now you begin to question yourself.  Why do I think it is there if it is not there?

And maybe this is a good moment to clarify the way evil comes into appearance.  Suppose we took the human mind and sort of looked at it as if it were a needle with a little eye in it.  A little eye of the needle in this human mind!  And then suppose we looked at the mask mind, the universal mortal mind and we see it starting to spin little threads of thought.  And these threads of thought from the universal mortal mind come into the needle eye of your mind.  And these threads weave through the needle eye of your mind and now mortal mind weaves those threads into form.   And these forms woven through the needle eye of your mind become the forms of this world—good forms and bad forms.  Of course, you are not aware that mortal mind universal is weaving these forms through your mind.  You are quite convinced that they are your ideas.  Your thoughts, your sights, your touches, your sense of function but it is all universal mortal mind using you as the channel.  And now it weaves its world of “good and of evil.”
And I liken it to sort of a closed TV.  Everything in there is real to those in it.  To your human mind the evil you see is so real—it is coming over that closed circuit TV from universal mortal mind.  And all of this constitutes this world.  You won’t find any god in it.  You won’t find God law in it.  All you can find is human concepts woven into appearances called people, persons, places, things, conditions, situations—this world, not my kingdom.  And there is where the evil is.  And now you are told “resist not.”   And you say well, what other world is there.  Why should I not resist these things?  And the Father says, in my kingdom there is no evil.  And when you learn the principle of nonresistance to evil a beautiful thing happens.  You come into control of your life.  You come into dominion.  

Now then we begin to accept the principle of nonresistance to evil and we think we have it mastered.  And so we look at evil and we begin to say, ah, ah, I know you, you are evil.  You are not even there.  You are an illusion.  And while we are saying it, it hits us on the head.  And then we think, well maybe I didn’t do it right.  Then we start another track—Oh, oh, God is all—that’s right, God is all.  Because God is all and God is good this evil isn’t there.  That is the answer: evil isn’t there because God is good.  And now the evil hits you on the head again.  And you see you tried it now by affirming that God is all and on the other side you decided by denying the evil is there; but you are still getting black and blue.  But I am not resisting that evil.  Why doesn’t it work?  The voice within says, “resist not” and I am just standing here doing nothing.  Just know it isn’t there, God is all, but it won’t go away.  And so we are coming closer to the meaning of “resist not evil.”  
It doesn’t mean don’t defend your physical body with your hand.  It doesn’t mean don’t pick up the sword.  It means that: trust something more important.  And we have to get to the very bottom of that meaning in order for it to have any sense whatsoever.  There is a way not to “resist evil” and that way we must come into an understanding of.  Now then the very moment that you deny the presence of evil you are perpetuating that evil.  The very moment that you affirm God is the only presence you are still perpetuating that evil.  And the only way you can “resist not evil” is to react without the slightest awareness of it.  There cannot be even a hair's breath of denial of its presence or a hair's breath of affirmation that God is on the field.  There must be a total non-reaction of the mind, which is the channel for the evil.  You won’t non-resist it by power or by might, you non-resist it by the silence of the mind in which you totally are indifferent to that evil.  Total indifference is not denying its presence and is not affirming the presence of God.

Now you know in the healing work this has to prove out.  And believe me you can stand there all day affirming the presence of God and denying the presence of evil and the patient is still suffering.  And you only come to it through the hard work of trying everything you can think of until you find the only principle that works is the total complete indifference to that evil.  You are not a friend of your patient if you stand there denying the presence of that evil.  You are an enemy of that patient.  If you accept the evil in one moment in such a way that you react to it by even denying its presence, you have lost your case.

And so now “resist not evil,” becomes a revelation not only that evil isn’t there, it becomes a revelation that your mind had better not be there.  You are going to have to sacrifice that human mind which would like to affirm that the evil isn’t there or deny that its there.  You are going to have to cross out that mind and with that mind in activity you can never not “resist evil.”  Now this is a very basic vital principle of life.  Not just to heal a patient; but to live free of the evils of this world you must be able to see them, hear them, smell them, taste them, and touch them and still have no human mind there to receive them.  There is no other way too not to “resist evil.”  There must be a crucifixion of the human mind.  

Now that crucifixion of the human mind happens to be the focal point of all your spiritual work because when you crucify the human mind, you have laid the axe to the root of every problem you can ever have.  Here in “resist not evil,” the Master gives us the supreme teaching.  There must not be in you an activity of the human mind for that activity is the father of the evil that you are trying to resist.   There is no evil on this earth for you that does not come into existence through your human mind.   That is the channel through which world thought functions.  And only in the absence of that human mind are you ever going to be free of the evils of this world—epidemics, disasters or forms of famine, pestilence, and disease.  If you didn’t have a human mind to receive them your body could not show them forth.  This is the channel through which we step out of Eden every morning and live out of Eden every day.  Through this human mind that little sabotage agent which we like to think we are thinking with; and it is always not only resisting evil, but it is so completely hypnotized that it doesn’t know that the evil is resisting it, it has itself created.  Your human mind is looking at illusions of its own creation and fearing them. 

 This world is a mind creation but not of divine mind.  And each individual mind hooked into the closed circuit TV of the world mind, the universal mortal mind, is looking at its own creations and fearing them; trying to overcome and conquer them and there is only one way.  We must kill their father.  This human mind which created them!  Which is the outlet for them into this world.  The human race without a human mind is a very difficult thing to envision but nonetheless the Christ, the mind that was in Christ Jesus, was not a human mind.  And so we are clued in now to “resist not evil,” as the great revelation that the cause of all error is the human mind receiving from the group human mind its concepts of this world.  And reproducing them through this human mind into forms called persons, place or things.  And the axe must go on the human mind; it is there that the crucifixion must occur then there will be no evil to resist.  I think we can pause for a few minutes now and then come back to this.

THE FIRSTBORN
There was always a stress made by Joel upon looking at an individual behind the eyes.  Sometimes we think that we can look behind the eyes of an individual and read their souls, their commitment.  And you will discover as you have made your own commitment, you have departed from the consciousness of this world into the consciousness of my kingdom and this is what you discover behind the eyes of another individual.  Which world is he living in, my kingdom or this world?  And although there is no specific thing to look for, it is an intuitive feeling that comes to you that I recognize one who is living in my kingdom.  I have seen that look in Joel’s eyes as he looked at those of this world and there was an instant when he withdrew.  Just that instant of withdrawing that he had recognized those who were living in this world.  And when he didn’t recognize those who were living in this world there was no withdrawal.  You could feel it and catch that instant when the withdrawal took place.  

So it is as we look out upon others, it is rather quick and very decisive; you can instantly tell this is one who walks in my kingdom and this is one who walks in this world.  There really are not two, my kingdom and this world, there is one; there is one universe.  The fact that most people are unaware of it is due to the world mesmerism; but there is but one, the one creation is the divine idea in which we are all walking.  And what we see of this one universe determines our experience if we see it through a "“glass darkly,” we see this world.  And if we see it through the unconditioned consciousness, we see my kingdom; but there are never two, there are the real and our false concept about the real but only the real is here.  

And so there was a time as humankind goes when the soul of man going through this one universe passed that point in which a new consciousness came to the man of earth.  That new consciousness was not touched by most; but one received it and there it bore fruit and that one brought forth a new kind of being on the earth.  A being who had not been under the prenatal hypnosis of all other earthlings and could come forth unconditioned and learn how to live in the one universe without seeing it through “a glass darkly.”    And when that individual learned how to live in the one universe seeing it as it is instead of how it appeared to men, he was able to challenge the identity of every person on earth.  He could say you are not, which you appear to be.  You are not mortal being.  You are not mortal flesh.  You are the living spirit of the living God. 

 Recently we spent twenty-five billion dollars and it enabled us to put a man on the moon.  How extra ordinary that we now discover that the first man on the moon is an atheist.  This is the announcement about Neil Armstrong.  Now the significance of that must be interpreted by each individual according to his own particular state of consciousness.  But Neil Armstrong stated he believes in technology.  Now he is no more of an atheist than every one living in the third dimension of consciousness.  They simply are not aware of their atheism.  He is aware of his.  And the more you are in contact with this world, the more you will discover that the human beings around you are not in control of their lives.  The more you will discover of the wisdom of He, who could see the universe as it is and proclaim, “henceforth know ye no man after the flesh.”  More and more you will come to realize that you cannot place your faith in “man whose breath is in his nostrils.  For wherein is he to be accounted for?  The natural man receiveth not the things of God.  Is not under the law of God neither can he be.”  And although we have heard those words, and reheard them, there does come a moment when you say, oh, oh, there is no natural man.  That is why I am not to put my faith in him.  He doesn’t exist.  And I have been putting my faith in nonexistence.  There is only the child of God.  There is no other and he who walks the face of this earth in the belief that he is mortal being, a natural man, a creature, has no real existence; he is seeing himself through a “glass darkly,” as well as the universe around him.   He has made himself into one who knows not who he is.   Why even Cain turned right around and slew his brother.  The very firstborn in this world slew his own brother.  We never realized the clue we were given.  Man has been doing that since.  

Right in one’s family you will find two are not alike.  Why?  Because the natural man is not the child of God!  When you have not made your commitment to yourself, you still wander on two sides of the fence.  And when I look into your eye I can see that.  For the eye that has made its commitment shines forth clearly and sings out, I am He, the living, “divine image and likeness of the Father.”  I am the spirit.  There is no mistaking about it in me.  I am not walking on two sides of the fence.  My name is the invisible Son of God.  You see that when you look into that eye.  You see the fearlessness.  You see the invincibility.  You see the certainty that I am immortal self, not mortal, not born to die.

Now today we have discovered another passage very important to all of us, which brings us more in line with the truth than our human minds would normally permit us to do.  And that passage is in Colossians.  Why we haven’t seen it before I don’t know.  But there it is bold as life telling us who we are.  The passage is I Colossians 1:15.  A few versus before are important.  Speaking of God, Paul says: (Col. 1:13)
“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us from the kingdom of his dear Son: Now referring to his dear Son:
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.”  And there is your phrase, "the firstborn of every creature.”  That is going to change this world.   The dear Son of God is the firstborn of every creature.  We in the flesh are the creature, but the firstborn of us the Son of God.   In other words, we were the firstborn before we became the creature.  “The Son of God is the firstborn of every creature.”  And if now we have considered ourselves the creature, the natural man, we are told that we were the Firstborn before we became the creature.  

 And this is the fall of man explained in four words.  Christ is the Firstborn who now appears as the creature because of our unawareness of the fact that we were the spirit of God before we became this creature.  And then the next step is the realization for how could the spirit of God change and become the creature?  The answer is it didn’t.  We are still that spirit.  We are the Firstborn.  But the human race does not know it is the Firstborn and so it proceeds living as if it was the second born.  It proceeds as if it were a branch without a tree.  A blossom without a branch!  

And so it uses up its life force and then dies.  But the knowledge that you are the Firstborn and not the creature, but that the creature is mortal concept, “through a glass darkly,” about our Firstborn self inevitably will change your consciousness and will lift the consciousness of this world.  Now we take those words and translate them we can bring them together with that other passage in Revelation 20:6.  “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
Now here we are told that if we have part in the first resurrection, on us the second death has no power.  And in Paul we are told that we are the Firstborn before we appear in our own human consciousness as a creature.  Now let’s put it all together and see that now as the creature we are the second born heading for the second death.  And that clarifies the meaning of, if you take part in the first resurrection, the second death has no part of you.  As the second born heading toward the second death, we are to come in between this second birth and this second death which is all humanhood.  The second born is the birth of humanhood; the second death is the death of human hood.  But the first resurrection is between this birth and death and when attained it eliminates death, which is called the second death.  
In other words the firstborn is your reality and the first resurrection is your realization of it.  When you realize that you are the firstborn, the Christ, the living spirit of God, this is your first resurrection or your return from the second birth, the false human birth, to the realization of Christhood or the first resurrection.  And from that moment on death is no more.   
Now this is by way of clarification that this was the total realization, which came through the mystics and was demonstrated by Jesus.  He knew himself to be the Firstborn and then he proved it.  And so later in James we are told that we are the firstfruits of them who were sown upon the earth.  And that is what we are becoming.  As we become aware that we are the Firstborn, the spiritual essence and not the material appearance, we come out of the hypnosis of matter slowly rising into that consciousness of the Christ, as myself, my being; we walk knowingly in the one universe of spirit and we are the firstfruits returned to the true self, true consciousness, oneness with God.  

Now as we look out on the one universe through our third dimensional consciousness, we see other creatures.  Human beings born to die living in what they call life but really in a sense of sleep.  Unaware that right here, right now is the full perfection of God.  Nothing is missing.  There is nothing that has to be changed.  There is nothing that has to be removed.  There is nothing that has to be improved.  No one is sick.  No one is dying.  But in our “glass darkly” universe, the opposites are happening; and we to make our commitment to step from the unreality to the reality simply have to begin in the commitment of identity.  

Whereas I was material flesh in my human belief, I must realize that now I cannot be spiritual flesh and human flesh.  And therefore spiritual flesh becomes my commitment.  As spiritual flesh I cannot be sick, I cannot age, I cannot be limited or finite.  As spiritual flesh I walk as “the image and likeness of the Father.”  As spiritual flesh I walk in the kingdom of God and not in this world.  As spiritual flesh I can never be a visible human being.  As spiritual flesh I can never live in a physical human body. 

And then when you find that you are unable to feel the Christ, to know the spirit, you will always discover it is because inadvertently you have slipped back into the belief that I and the body are one and the same.  You see Jesus did not confuse life and body; but knew body to be but form—a mental concept.  And we inadvertently fall back into the belief that this body, this form is myself and we wonder why we cannot rise up to the higher truth.  It is because we have accepted the second born as our being.   We have not claimed the Firstborn.  And we have not risen up to the consciousness, which permits us to know that a human body is not me.  You see that when you look behind the eye of one who has accepted it.   And you may ask yourself just how far has your acceptance gone.  Who do you claim to be within your heart?  

Paul tells us that you are the Christ of God—the firstborn.  Now this firstborn never becomes anything other than what it is.  We know that God does not change.  We know that when the population of this world increases there is no more God than there was yesterday.  We know that when the population of this world goes down there is no less God than there was yesterday.  And so the up and down of population has nothing to do with the fullness of God ever present.  And this should clue you into the fact that the natural man is the separated concept and not the creation of God.  The more you see in your fellow man that is not of God, the more you will realize that this creature before me is simply unaware of his identity.  

We have a case right here in today’s paper.  The sheriff!  It talks about his problem.  It says that the sheriff has been an alcoholic for something like fifteen years or so while on the job.  Nobody seems to be able to do anything about it.  His car is banged up all the time.  The car cost about $3300 and the repair bills so far have been about $2800.  And the sheriff says, oh well, I didn’t know that.  Or if they hid the car it is probably because it is a city car.  Now then you know that certain people keep the sheriff in office.  And you know the condition of the mind of those people who keep the sheriff in office.  So that when boys go to jail they are under the care of our dear alcoholic sheriff!  And you must know the nature of the men who work under the sheriff can’t be very respectful of their employer.  And as a result we have a sort of chain reaction.  All of which indicates that on these levels and on others, the consciousness of man is at rather low ebb.

Now we can criticize this level of consciousness and be drawn into it or we can say there but for the grace of God, do I.  We can look at this level of consciousness and immediately begin to redeem it within ourselves by the realization that God is not the alcoholic.  God is not in the depraved.  God is not in the narcotics victim.  God is not in the sickness.  Just as God is not in the whirlwind.  And then let us see that we have been looking at hypnotized mental images and we are not to be drawn into judgment of mental images; for the moment we are we are no longer living in our reality.  

Then what are we going to do when we want someone to be well who seems to be sick if we can’t see that God is not in the sickness?  Then it is because we cannot see that God is not in the alcoholic now.  God is not in the atheist now.  You must begin to expect that all around you the human being is not the creature of God.  So the degree to which a human creature appears to be separated from God is unimportant.  No human creature is a creature of God.  We are lucky we don’t see worse.  God never made a human creature.  And if you were to walk around in the state of amnesia, you wouldn’t want people to say to you—you are a fool.  You wouldn’t want people to condemn you when you are unable to know who you are.  And this is the nature of the human race.  

And that is why it is so important that this great spark that came to Mary, this great spark that translated into Jesus.  This great spark that has been buried for these two thousand years; but for here and there, a living consciousness that received it.  This great spark must come to life in you so that you can look at the density of the world around you and recognize that you are only seeing it through the “glass darkly” of a human consciousness.  If God didn’t make it, how can it be there?  And so as you approach this world with the knowledge that all of it lock stock and barrel, the evil and the good, none of it is God’s creation.  God never made a second born anything.  Only the Firstborn, the Christ of God, walks this earth.  And in various degrees of human consciousness, various degrees of human hypnosis that you witness must never be accepted by you so that you go out to in any way, mentally or physically to battle with them.  

Now suppose this morning that you woke up with a pain in your stomach.   It would only be because somewhere in you there was a remnant of a human consciousness and it would help to know just what was happening to you.  If you were the firstborn, realized, then you would not be working and living in those five senses that are reporting the pain in the stomach.  You would be living in the consciousness of the kingdom of God, as it is where there are no pains in the stomach.  But living in the five-sense mind, your sense of touch is now reporting that pain but what is it?  In our state of awareness we know what it is. 

We know that the world thought like waves in the ocean is running through this invisible ocean of thought.  And these waves are passing right where you happen to be.  If you were in the ocean you wouldn’t fight the waves and last.  You would learn how to roll with the waves.  And in this ocean of world thought, we learn how to roll the waves by stillness.  And so you set the wave of world thought pass by.  You rest in the word.  Knowing this is but a wave of world thought which I momentarily am picking up.  I should be still.  And as the wave of world thought rolls by your stillness, you haven’t reached out to pull it in and intensify and magnify it.  Soon it is gone.  

And so it is when you look out upon those around you who are still the creature.  You are looking at waves of world thought, which they have reached out and claimed as their own.  They have momentarily accepted the subconscious evidence that has come to them.  They have no way of knowing what has hit them or why or how it has gotten there.  All they know is here I am and this is what I am suffering from.  And sometimes they don’t think they are suffering they become tyrants, dictators.   They become power mad.  And then too they have accepted world thought and they are nothing more than the representative of world thought, although their identity is the Firstborn.  Since the Firstborn there has been no creation.  

Now that Firstborn who is appearing through false identity as a drunken sheriff or as a dictator of a country that wants to attack us if possible; that Firstborn standing there is myself.  And the height of your spiritual consciousness is the acceptance that this is the one universe, the kingdom of God.  Nowhere in this one universe is there the slightest imperfection.  Nowhere in this entire universe is there a creature or a dictator or an enemy or a mortal being or sick person.  Only the Firstborn walks this earth. The place whereon I stand is where infinity is now expressing its perfection.  The place where on that individual stands is where infinity is also expressing its perfection even though the world sees that infinite expression through a glass darkly, I will not.  There is no place in this one universe where infinite is not perfectly expressing now.  No place!  There is only omnipresence being itself.  

And your commitment is the willingness, the dedication to be hid in Christ accepting the Firstborn of every creature that you see as the reality of that natural man.  For the Firstborn is the only reality on this earth.  The Son of God is the Firstborn of every creature and in your recognition of it, you are finding your freedom.  For in your recognition you have deprived the serpent of its sting.  You have taken unreality out of its apparent powers.  Out of its apparent substance.  

You are recognizing that only that which is of God has existence, substance, being, law, activity.  And this not, being of God, is not even a substance.  It is someone else’s mental image.  Flashed on the screen of your consciousness to accept or to reject.  And if you have made your commitment as spiritual flesh, you will realize that my spiritual flesh is never divided from God, never apart from God, never separate from God.  Neither is the spiritual flesh of anyone else.  All Oned with God.  And therefore all one with each other!  You are looking at your spiritual flesh everywhere invisibly.  One infinite spiritual flesh.  And this will bring your peace that in the realization that everywhere I look as far as my consciousness can open up this is my land.  My spiritual flesh, my home, my kingdom and nothing can enter to defy it—ever.  

This is how your peace comes.  All of the mental images that the world throws out reach the consciousness of the Firstborn who knows there is none but I.  There is none but the Christ.  There is none but the Son of God.  God made no creature.  The natural man who receiveth not the things of God wasn’t created by God, and therefore, is not creation and cannot be there except as a mental image.  “Put not your faith in princes, the flesh profiteth nothing.”  Yes it is all mystical talk until you translate it into the realization that your human race isn’t there.  The Firstborn is there.  And that is I.  

Pause – The early Christians, a smaller number, many may have been motivated by the belief in a man god called Jesus.  There might have been others who really knew, they surely were.  And we are like those early Christians.  Handfuls, stepping out of the mortal lives into their immortal reality.  We can’t expect to look around us and find many.  We can’t expect to find support form governments, from administrations, from people; the only support we have is in our own conscious awareness that God is the Self of each being on this earth.

When Jesus was given, the loaf and the fish, he looked up to heaven.  Often when he healed, he first looked up.  The significance of this looking up should not escape us.  For we too are learning how to look up.  And that looking up is an act of faith.  It is an acceptance of invisible kingdom that our five senses cannot touch.  And yet, in the looking up we are looking beyond the evidence of our senses.  And that is what looking up signifies.  That is what looking to heaven signifies.  That is what looking to the hills signifies.  We are looking to the finished harvest that we know is there beyond the level of our sense preapprehension but it is there.  We are looking to the complete infinite Firstborn self as ever present. 

 And when you say, Lazarus come forth this is an act of faith born of the knowledge that the invisible kingdom of God stands here before me beyond the reach of these two eyes.  And when you look past the alcoholic, the war, the ignorance, the tension, the lacks, the limitations, it is because an act of faith permits you to look past the visible and the apprehend the invisible by your intuitive sense and not by your five senses.  You are looking up to heaven but knowing that heaven is right here on earth.  

Your new heaven and your new earth are the realization of the one perfect universe that has ever been here.   Our new heaven and our new earth are the same new heaven and new earth that Jesus realized was ever present.  The perfect kingdom of God on earth now!  And we recognize no evil.  We recognize the hypnosis, which appears as evil.  We are becoming unconditioned.  There are no conditions in God.  There are no conditions in my kingdom.  There are no conditions in reality.  Reality is always perfect.  That which is imperfect is merely a concept about reality that we entertain.  Imperfection is never real.  Imperfection is never substance.  Imperfection is never sustained by the law of reality.  And whenever you then are grappling with an imperfection, you can reason that this is not of God.  God is not in imperfection.  And therefore God not being in imperfection, it has no God substance.  As I release my belief in it, that which is without God substance will slowly, or quickly dissolve; for there is no divine law to protect and sustain and to feed that which has no God substance.  There is nothing more to do about then to know the truth of its nonexistence and behold your awareness of the truth is your freedom from it.  There is no law to maintain it and it must dissolve.  

Now we are walking in our kingdom.  We are being fed by a different source.  Our source is the bread of life.  Our source is our own selfhood.  We are being fed from the kingdom within by our own self—by the Firstborn.   We have renounced the creature.  We have renounced the mortal self.  We have renounced the mortal body.  For spiritual flesh is not a mortal body. 

 Then what about this mortal body?  What are we to do with it?   We are to make it a servant of the most high.  As we step out of the third dimensional consciousness we step out of the limitations of the flesh.  We step out of the belief in disease.  We step out of the belief in sickness.  We step out of mortality, out of corruptibility.  We step out of the evils of the flesh. We step into the realization that I am self-complete.  I am supply.  I am life.  I am the life force.  I am love.  I am truth.  I am perfection.  I am health.  I am all these things because I am the Firstborn—he in whom the fullness of God is.  To the Firstborn, the Father said, “Son all that I have is thine.”  Am I that one?  There is really no one here who can anymore declare that I am not that one.  And being that one, I am now that place where the fullness of infinity is realized.  I am no longer walking with my strength.  I am no longer planning with my mind.  I am no longer living as the creature.  I am no longer limiting myself to the limitations of the creature.  I am no longer waiting for death.

Do you see then that infinity stands behind you pouring its fullness through you as you accept yourself to be the Firstborn and not the creature?  As you know yourself to be spiritual flesh, you realize that spiritual flesh is forever.  It knows nothing about the birth of a physical form.  It knows nothing about the death of a physical form.  It knows nothing about assassination.  Spiritual flesh under the law!  Spiritual flesh is sustained!  Spiritual flesh is the living word!  That is your name.  And as you live in your self, those things that are alien to spiritual flesh are quickly apparent to you.  No! No! This isn’t mine.  Sickness doesn’t belong to spiritual flesh.  This is just that wave of world thought coming through.  I can be still and behold the salvation of the Lord.  I am not living in a world where there is a Cain and an Abel, or a drunken sheriff.  That is not our world.  We are walking in the kingdom of God and there is no drunken sheriff there.  And there is no human being on the moon there. 

 All that is in my kingdom is the perfect divine idea, ever present, ever expressing, ever maintaining its self.  And nothing in the human world changes or influences or retards that which is happening in reality!  I am living where it is happening in reality.  And in my spiritual flesh I am independent of the mortal body.  I am independent of physical law.  I am independent of law and limitation.  Infinity itself is expressing where I stand.  With its knowledge Jesus could take the loaves and fishes and look up to heaven knowing that more would appear.  Infinity would express to meet the need.  If you are living in that consciousness, where you stand infinity will express to meet the need.  If you are not living in that consciousness, infinite will be expressing invisibly to meet the need but you will not be able to find it invisibly because it takes that consciousness to translate invisibility into visibility.  That is the pure consciousness, which is a transparency.  

And while you are doing all this you will be wondering what are people going to think about me?  I don’t morn for the sick and the dying.  I don’t sympathize.  I don’t cry.  They must think I am cold-blooded.   Suppose Jesus sympathized and sent them flowers and condolence card instead of saying, “come forth.”  While you are sympathizing are you saying come forth?  Are you looking past the creature to the Christ?  Are you not being hypnotized into living again in a human mortal body?  Have you caught the great challenge flung through the ages that there is no man in a human body?  Each is spiritual flesh and spiritual flesh is not suffering, is not dying, is not sick, and is not defective in any way.  Honor the Christ and not the creature.  And it may seem difficult because the world will say you are cold, but it needn’t be.  No one knows what you are doing within your self.  No one says to stop the usual human observances.  But within your self know the truth that you may be free.

It was a wise omniscient mind that said, “blessed are they that are persecuted in my name.”  Perhaps the world will think you are cold and their opinions may be part of your persecution.  But in the eyes of spirit you are blessed for standing in the truth, even if you may not have the human tact to stand in the truth the way you should.  Always the persecutions are badges of honor; for they tell you that the anti-Christ, those who know nothing of the pure spirit of God as it walks this earth, those who know nothing of the one invisible perfect kingdom—they are the ones who will persecute.  What are you being persecuted by?  The creature!  How can you be persecuted unless you are accepting the creature instead of the Christ?  If all you can see is the Christ, where is the persecution?  And if all you can see is the Christ, then you are blessed.  Even though to the outer eye, you are being persecuted.  

In this path you are willing to stand on the truth silently.  You are not going out to say; oh he’s not dying.  She’s not sick.  There is no cancer.  You are voicing this to the enlightened consciousness within your self.  If you do take a whip in the temple it is for a purpose.  It is to teach those who need know that you, yourself have “money changers in your temple.”  And you must strongly with determination rid your self of these money changers—these concepts, these beliefs that there are creatures in this world.  They have been revealed to us as nonexistent.  And if we have put on our immortality, we are no longer that creature. 

 Now let us put on immortality for our friends and neighbors, for the world.  Let us get to true prayer—that prayer which knows the Christ idea.  Christ never became Jesus.  Christ never becomes a physical flesh.  Christ never becomes mortality.   But the flesh can put on the garment of immortality.  The flesh can transcend itself and demonstrate the Christ idea.  You see clearly then that the virgin consciousness which received the Christ idea and produces that which becomes the Christ realized; this must become our virgin consciousness too.  

Each of us gives virgin birth to the Firstborn, which we are.  And as you step out of the second birth as the creature into the realization that I am the Firstborn, the Christ, you are reborn of the spirit.  You have returned to the Father’s house.  You have given your first truth to God.  You lay down your false sense of a creaturely life.  You are ready; you are ready now to represent infinity on this earth.

Remember that passage, Colossians 1st chapter verse 15?   Son of God is the Firstborn of every creature.  That was the revelation of your Christhood, which has never stopped being your name.  As you walk out into a second identity you walk out into a second universe which has not existence.  And in that second identity, in that second universe, we have had the disasters, the crises, the negatives, the errors, the evils which never have existed except in false identity.  

In our meditations for this moment see if you can find a way to commit yourself to being the Firstborn.  If you can accept the truth and think for a moment in this acceptance what you are really doing.  Of the transition in consciousness that it really demands! Of those things that must inevitably drop away as you accept being the Firstborn of God.  Not something you are going to attain but something that you are.  Pause.  And never accept it for yourself alone.  You cannot.  The Firstborn is infinite.  And this is your acceptance of the infinite self as yourself.  

“Henceforth you can know no man after the flesh for each is the Firstborn.”  And this may be part of what you will consider your persecution for while you are seeing them as the Firstborn, they will be seeing you as the second born.  Pause  
End of tape.


